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Conclusions
• Human values are inherently subjective, leading to unavoidable 

uncertainty and noise.

• Aggregating subreddit values into a single vector simplifies 

analysis but overlooks individual post-level dynamics.

• Our approach can identify interesting trends but cannot fully 

explain them.

• We train LMs to predict human values in social media communities.

• Human values are highly subjective, leading to noise in annotations 

and predictions.

• Overcoming this noise by studying entire populations and not 

individual posts.

• We uncover both known phenomena and novel insights.

Limitations

Controversial topicsAlignment with surveys

ArXiv Link

• Studying human values is key to 

understanding the behaviours and 

preferences of communities.

• However, traditional methods are 

slow and expensive, mostly 

involving self-reporting 

questionaries and manually 

annotating data. 

• This work proposes a computational 

method to study Schwartz values on 

Reddit and analyse online 

communities at scale.

Subreddits with the highest expression of each
of the ten Schwartz values. The stance of Green
subreddits towards the value is positive (above
0.2), whereas Red indicates a negative stance
(below 0.2). Blue represents neutral.

• Reddit data: 9M posts and 

comments from the top 10k 

subreddits.

• Training data: ValueNet and 

ValueArg. Manually annotated 

datasets of single-sentence 

statements. 

• Training: Fine-tune two 

DeBERTa models to extract 

value relevance and stance.

“My first ever attempt 

at knitting! I’m really 

proud of myself”

AC 0.9

BE 0.2

CO 0.2

HE 0.8

PO 0.1
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UN 0.1
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Assigning values to entire 

subreddit by averaging 

posts and comments:

Relevance

Stance

Both known and 

unknown results

• Good alignment between tradition value of 

state subreddits and surveys.

• No alignment between Schwartz values of 

country subreddits and value surveys.

Qualitative analysis
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